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I'd love

to be

the first woman

to jump solo off

top of world'

Adventurer 5quash
Falconer is to take on her
most daring challenge yet
- on Mount Everest. Sue
Williams reports.

SellASH Falconer wants to
jump off the top of the world -
literally:

The 28-vear-old, from Thul-
ston, will co-lead an exped-
ition to the 8,848m summit of
Mount Everest and then will
solo pilot a paraglider back
dow.

[t 1= the latest in a series of
squash's daring feats but this
15 a life which had not always

been mapped out.

“When 1 went to Ockbrook
sehool, | wanted to leave at 16
and be a farmer, like my
uncle,” she said. “Then I de-
cided to become a vet. But
arcund 17, I changed my mind
again and went off to do a ski

SEAS0ON.

squash found herself in the
heart of the French Alps with
aview of Mont Blane from her
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bedroom window. If was a
sight which would stay with
her forever and sparked her
preat passion — big mountain
climbing.

“I've always had a sense of
adventure,” she said. “When [
was young, my parents and
family always encouraged me
to do things, to believe noth
ing was impossible.”

S0 when, in 204, some
friends suggested Squash join
their expedition to climb
Aconcagua in Argentina, the
highest peak in the western
hemisphere, she naturally
said ves.

"l had no experience of
high mountain climbing bt
I'd done a lot of extreme

sports with them, so they
were confident 1 was fit
enough to do it and I knew
they were all experienced and
would look after me.”

After that first climb came
Mustagata in western China,
bad weather forcing her to
turn back 146m from the
Tbm summit. She snow-
boarded down.
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MNext was Cho Oyu in
Mepal, the sixth highest
mountain in the world at
8.200m. After she had climbed
it, she bum-boarded dowmn, be-
coming the world's highest
bum-boarder.

It was on the slopes of Cho
Oyu that she had her frst
climbing scare

“l was with Dan Mazur
who is going to be the leader
of the Everest expedition. ™
Squash said.

“We were abseiling down a
vertical ice wall, stabhing

This article appears
in full in the March
edition of the
Derbyshire
Magazine, on sale
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crampons into the face One
of my crampons gof caught in
an old rope left there by a
previous climber

“T couldn™ get (ree. 1 was
hanging horizontally with
heavy oxvieen tanks on my
back. Every time, | tried {o get
firee, T fell lower

“Eventually | was hanging
up=ide down, passing in and
out of consciousness.

“Luckily, Dan managed to
get to me and unravel the rope
from the crampon. That was a
SCATY momenl.”

There were more to come
Aler Cho Ovu, Lobuche Easi
{also in Nepal), Everest hase
camp and Mount Rainier in
the United Siates were rel-
atively simple

But the wision of Mot
Blanc was alwavs there — and,
in 28, Squash decided to
tackle a treble whammy

"| have had friends die on
mountams and | know | need
1o be responsibie.
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